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Issac Bashevis Singer, the Nobel Prize winner, is one of the most celebrated 
Jewish American writers, who has spent all his life promoting Jewish traditional 
culture and Yiddish with his brilliant writing and perseverance. The Manor and The 
Estate is a family chronicle, which mainly focuses on the lives of the two 
generations of Calman’s family. The Manor depicts the story of Calman, a Jewish 
merchant who rises to a very wealthy state and then willingly gives up his wealth, 
retiring to the life of a pious Jew. The Estate is mostly concerned with Eriel, who 
resumes the Jewish tradition after being a betrayer. The book also presents us with a 
panoramic view of a Jewish world which covers all the different groups of Jews. 
Prominent as Singer is, very few essays or books take this book as a study object, 
fewer still have given a systematic study on the happiness of Jews in the novel.  
The thesis aims to probe Singer’s opinions about the roads to happiness for the 
Jews and people around the world by studying the novel The Manor and The Estate. 
Though Singer is a Jewish writer, he is also universally concerned with the whole 
human race. 
The thesis is composed of five parts. The first part briefly introduces the 
writer’s life background, the novel, the literary review, the reasons for the subject 
and the outline of the thesis.  
Chapter One states the importance of religious belief to one’s happiness by 
analyzing the characters’ lives. The first part gives the definition of happiness, a brief 
introduction to different perspectives of happiness and the factors that matter to 
happiness or unhappiness. The second part summarizes the lives of different groups 
with different degrees of religious faith including the devotees, the enlightened, the 
atheists and the deviators. Then it is followed by an analysis of the relationship 
between happiness and religious faith. It’s concluded that each group’s degree of 















Chapter Two penetrates the relationship between free will and happiness. The 
first part deals with the general introduction of free will including its relationship 
with reason and morality. In the second part, it focuses on how free will protects 
one’s individual happiness by analyzing the characters’ lives. Free will is a 
prerequisite for people’s happiness because of freedom’s importance on the road to 
seek happiness. However, one can only get happiness by making the right decision 
between the good and the bad. Thus reason is needed to help people make right use 
of free will. Nevertheless, reason doesn’t always seem to be strong enough to 
guarantee a happy life. To Singer, morality is a stronger protector in making a good 
choice. So the last part of Chapter Two analyzes the relationship between free will 
and religious faith since morality is one of the dominant concerns of religion. 
The third chapter focuses on the formidable efforts of different Jewish groups to 
establish their identity, including Singer’s assiduous work to propagandize Yiddish. 
The first part introduces Jewish history and identity. It presents a generalization of 
Jewish people’s identity crisis. In the second part, Yiddish is discussed as the first 
step to establish one’s identity. The last part illustrates the efforts of different groups 
to seek identity through such means as assimilation, socialism, Zionism, 
Americanization or just stick to religious piety 
Finally, the thesis concludes with Singer’s opinion is that, whatever ways to 
choose, being a Jew is the best way to keep a happy and peaceful life. 
 














































































Table of Contents  
English Abstract ........................................................................................ I 
Chinese Abstract .................................................................................... III 
A Note on Abbreviations ...................................................................... VII 
Introduction ...............................................................................................1 
Chapter One  Religious Belief and Happiness ...................................12 
I.  What is Happiness? ........................................................................................ 12 
II. Religious Faith and Fates of Life ................................................................... 17 
III. Faith and Happiness ...................................................................................... 24 
Chapter Two  Free will and Happiness ...............................................31 
I.   Free Will ........................................................................................................ 31 
II． Free Will As the Ultimate Protection of Individual Happiness ............... 35 
III.  Free Will and Religious Faith .................................................................... 39 
Chapter Three Establishment of Jewish Identity ................................45 
I. Jewish History and Jewish Identity ............................................................ 45 
II.  Yiddish As the First Step to Establish Jewish Identity .............................. 49 
III．Seeking Jewish Identity ............................................................................... 55 
Conclusion ...............................................................................................65 

















目  录  
英文摘要 .................................................................. 错误！未定义书签。 
中文摘要 ................................................................. 错误！未定义书签。I 
缩写词 ................................................................... 错误！未定义书签。II 
绪论 .......................................................................... 错误！未定义书签。 
第一章  宗教信仰与幸福 ..................................... 错误！未定义书签。 
I.  何为幸福? ........................................................................ 错误！未定义书签。 
II.  宗教信仰与人物命运 .................................................... 错误！未定义书签。 
III.  信仰与幸福的关系 ...................................................... 错误！未定义书签。 
第二章  自由意志与幸福 ......................................................................31 
I.  自由意志 .......................................................................................................... 31 
II.  自由意志乃个人幸福之终极保护者 ............................ 错误！未定义书签。 
III.  自由意志与信仰的关系 ............................................... 错误！未定义书签。 
第三章 构建犹太身份 ........................................... 错误！未定义书签。 
I. 犹太史及犹太身份 ....................................................... 错误！未定义书签。 
II.  意第绪语对构建犹太身份的重要性 ............................ 错误！未定义书签。 
III.  寻求犹太身份............................................................... 错误！未定义书签。 
结论 .......................................................................... 错误！未定义书签。 

















A Note on Abbreviations 
For convenience, the following website which is of the highest 
































Issac Bashevis Singer, a Nobel laureate in 1978 and one of the most well-known 
Jewish-American writers, has provided the world literature with valuable heritage 
together with other Jewish American writers. Like other famous writers such as Saul 
Bellow, Bernard Malamud, Singer never stopped showing his concerns for the Jewish 
people. His works mostly discuss Jewish issues, like suffering, identity problem and 
holocaust. Yet unlike them, he was unique as the protector of Yiddish, a language 
known by very few people around the world before Singer publicized it with his pen.  
Born on July 14, 1904, in Leoncin, Lublin province of Poland, Singer moved to 
Krochmalna Street in Warsaw with his family when he was four years old. 
Krochmalna Street was populated with about eight hundred thousand people of whom 
about a third were Jews. So it was a huge Jewish ghetto in Warsaw, where many of 
Singer’s stories take place his well-known novel Shosha. But due to famine and 
epidemics by the First World War, with his mother he fled to Bilgoray in 1917, a town 
in Poland, not far from Zamosc, in the district of Lublin. Then he spent most of his 
time in Bilgoray except in 1921 before immigrating to America. In 1935, leaving his 
first wife, Rachel, and son, Israel, Singer went to live in Williamsburgh section of 
Brooklyn, America and then settled in New York until his death in 1991.   
 Though he gained his fame and produced most of his famous writings in 
America, most of the settings of his novels are in Poland. What he experienced in 
Poland had great influence on his works. Among the places in Poland, Bilgoray 
played the most important role in his writing as shown in his first novel Satan in 
Goray, because it is the place which presented him all the most authentic Jewish 
tradition and life. He also had more detailed description of the place in his memoir, 
the story of Old Jewishness from In my Father’s Court. “In Bilgory I was able to 
witness holiday celebrations that had not changed for centuries… In this world of old 















was. Time seemed to flow backwards. I lived Jewish history” (Singer, In My Father’s 
Court 289). The Yiddish and all the Jewish behavior and customs there were 
preserved from a much earlier time. Jews in Bilgoray preserved the oldest way either 
in appearance or behaviors. “but in Bilgoray the few ‘enlightened’ ones still wore long 
gabardines and never missed a prayer” (Singer, In My Father’s Court 287). People 
stuck to the most traditonal ritual forms. Every Jew prays thrice a day. “The Guide for 
the Perplexed, The Kuzari, and also Cabala books intrigued me for a while, but my 
thirst for knowledge was insatiable and I felt that I had been condemned to antiquity” 
(Singer, In My Father’s Court 287). It’s this “antiquity” that sustained Singer’s 
imagination and made his books the link between the past and the present. He said the 
language and the Jewish behavior and customs were preserved from a much earlier 
time.  
Singer’s family exerted tremendous influence on his writing and thoughts. His 
father, Rabbi Pinchas Menachem, first introduced to him the idea of God. “Rabbi” 
originally referred to a teacher of Torah, a scholar of Judaism. But with the time 
passing by, the rabbi’s duties are similar to that of a minister. Sometimes they assume 
the responsibility of dealing with all the daily trifles of their followers. Singer’s father 
had an exclusive room for doing his business, hence the book In My Father’s Court. It 
was in the rabbinical court that Singer learnt Jewish religion and tradition. Singer’s 
father was a devoted and emotional Hasidic rabbi. He almost completely renounced 
secular interests. His greatest joy lied in reading religious books. He believed the only 
meaningful thing in life was to follow God.  Although we can see Singer’s 
resentment at his father’s complete devotion from In My Father’s Court because of 
“simple word, routed pettiness, vain ambition, foolish resentment and conceit (Singer, 
In My Father’s Court 217), he still believed in God. His father’s knowledge of 
Hasidism and Jewish tradition offered him the basic materials for his writings.  
Singer’s mother, being a rabbi’s daughter, was a skeptic while his father was a 
total believer. His mother was more rationalistic as opposed to his father. In Judaism, 
she was inclined to the rational group. Being influenced by his parents, Singer was 
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